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S it is poffble the mere Englifh
A Reader wmay bave a different
Idea of Romance with the Au-

thor of thefe little Volumes ; and may
confequently expedt a kind of Entertain-
ment, not £o be {aund, nor which was even
sntended, in the following Pages; 1t may
70 be improper £0 pren;% ¢ few Words
concerning this kind of Writing, which I
do not remember to have feen bitiserto at-
tempted in our Language,

The Eric aswellas the DRAMA isdi-
wided into Tragedy and Comedy. Ho-
MER, whowas the Father of this Species
of Poetry, gave usa Pattern of both thefe,
tha’ that of the latter kindis entirely loft 5 -
which Ariftotle fells us, bore the fame Re-
lation to Comedy which his Yiad bears to
Tragedy. And perbaps, that we bave no
more Inflances of it among the Writers of -
Antiquity, is owing to the Lofs of this
great Pattern, which, had it furvived,

A2 would




v PREFACE
would have found its Imitators equally
with the other Poems of this great Ori-
- gunal., |

And far ther, as this Poetry may be
Tragic or Comzc Twill not feruple to fay
3t may be /zke‘wz/e esther inVerfeor Profe:
for thd. it wants one particular, which
the Critic enumerates 1n the conftituent
Parts of an Epic Poem, namely Metre;
yet, when any kind of Writing contains
all its other Parts, Juch as Fable, Ac-
tion, Charallers, Sezzz‘zme?zz‘s and Dic-
tiom, and 1s dg?czem‘ in Metre only ;5 1t
feems, I think, reafonable to refer if fo
the Epics at le(ﬁ as 1m0 Critic hath
tliought proper to range it under any other
Head, nor to affign 1t a particular
N(ZF}’E 10 Z{/c!]r |

Thus the Telemachus of the Arch-
Bifhop of Cambray appears fo me of the
Epic Kind, as well as the Odyfley of
Homer; zzzdeed it is much fairer and
more reafonable to give it @ Name com-
maon with that Species from which it dif=
Jersonly in a fingle Inflance, than to con-
Jfound it awith thofe which it refembles in
ny other. Such are thofe voluminous
I orks commonly called Romances, name-

/*v Clelia, Cleop'ltra A{’cma, CafTandra,
the
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the Grand Cyrus, and innumerable others
which contain, as Lapprebend, wvery lit-
tle Inflruction or Entertainment..

Now a comic Romance is a comic
Fpic-Poem in Profe; differing from
Comedy, as’the ferious Epic from Tra-
ceay: 1fs Altion being more extended
and compreb®five; COZEZ’(Z’?H?ZO“ a much
farmer C ircle of Izzczdmts and intro-
dwnzrr a greater variety of Charac-
tors. I a’zﬁers fram the ferious Ro-
mance 1n 1ts Fable and Attion, 1n this;
that as in the one thefe are grave and [o-
lemn, foin the otber they are Light and
ridiculous : it differsin its Charalters, by
introducing Perfons of inferteur, Rank,
and cof. ymm of inferiour Manners,
whereas the grave Romance fefs the
pigleft before us 5 laftly i tts Senttients
and Dibtion; by preferving the Ludi-
crous infiead of the Sublime b7 zﬂ. e Dic-
ton Ithink, Burlefgue it [elf may b fome-
times ad;nzz‘z‘ﬂa’ of which many Inflasices
will occur in this Work, as in the De-
Jeraptions of the Baz‘z‘les and [ome other
Places; not neceflary to be pointed out ia
fhe C!a[ ai Reader s for whofe Enteitain-
ment thofe Parodies or Burle /gzm Iisia~
tions are chiefly calculated,

A 3 . But
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But too’ we bave fometimes adyutted
this in our Diltion, we bave carefully
excluded it from -our Sentiments and
Characlers: for there it 15 never proper-
ly intreduced, unlefs in Writings of the
.Burle[qt(e &zﬁd which this is not intenid-
ed to be. I;zdeed 70 two Spectes of Wri-
ting can differ more widely tbzm the Comnie
and the Burlefque: for as the latter 1s
ever the Exbibstion of what is monftrous
and unnatural, and where our Delight,
1f we examine it, arifés from toe fur-
prizing Aé/urdzty, as i appropri-
ating the Manners of the bigheft to the
loweft, or ¢ converfos fo in the former,
ave fhonld ever confine ourfelves firiétly fo
Nature, from the juft Imitation of which,
will flow all the Pleafure we can this
way convey to a fenfible Reader. And
perhaps, there is one Reafon, why a Comic
Writer flould of all others be the leaft ex-
cufed for aeviating from Nature, fince if
-may not bealways foeafy for a ferious Poet
to meet with the Greag’ and the Admira=
ble s but Lifeevery where furnifbes an ac-
curate Quvferver with the Ridicslous,

I bave binted this little, concerning
Burlefque ; becaufe, 1 bave often beard
that Name given to Performances,

which

- 4



PREFACE v

which have been truly of the Comic kind,
From the Authbor's having fametimes ad-
mitted it in bis Dillion only; which as
it 15 they Drefs of Poetry, doth like the
Drefs of Men eftablifb Characters, {the
one of the whole Poem, and the other of
ive wrole Man,) in vulgar QOpinion,
beyond any of therr greater Excellencies =
But furely, a certain Drollery in Style,
where the Coarallers and Semtiments are
perfectly natural, nomore conflitutes the
Burlefque, than anempty Pomp and Dig=
nity of Words, where every thing elfe is
mean and low, can entitle any Perfor—
mance to the Appellation of the true
Sublime. |
And I apprebend, my Lord Shaftes-
bury’s Opeznion of mere Burlefque agrees-
with mine, when be aflerts, ©© There is
“ no fuch Thing tobe found in the Writ-
“1ngsof the Antients.” But perbaps, I
bave lefs Avhorrence than be profeffes for-
it and that not becaufe I have had fome
little Succefs on the Stage this way; but
rather, as it contributes more to exqui-
- Jite Mirth and Laugbter than any other ;.
and thefe are probably more wholefome
Phyfic for the Mind, and conduce better
to purge away Spleen, Melancholy and
A 4. il
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11] Affections, than is generally imagined.
Nay, [ <will appeal to common Objerva-
tion; wiether the fame Companies are
ot found more full of Good- Hitmour and
Beretolence, after tiey bave been fiveeter’ d
for two or thice Hours with Entertain-
anents of this kind, than when_foured by
a Tragedy or a grave Lellure,

- But toilinftrateall thisby another Sci-
ence,inwhich, perbaps, wefball fee the Di-
Sinction more clearly and plainly : Let us
examine the Works of a Comic Hiftory-
Painter, with thofe Performances which
the Iiallans call Caricatura; where we
Srall find the true Excellence of the for-
mer toconfift in the exalleft Coty of Na-
ture 5 infomuchy that a judicious Eye
wnflantly rejeéts any thing outre; any
Liberty which the Painter hath taken
w1ih the Featuresof that Alma Mater ,—
s+ Dereas 1n the Caricatura we allow all
Licence. Its Aim 1s to exhibit Mon-
Srers not Men s and all Diftortions and
Exaggerations woatever are <within i1
proper Province.

Now what Caricatura 25 2z Parnting,
Burlefgue is 1 Writing ; and in the
Sfame wmanner the Comic Writer and

P z?ffzfq’r
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Painter correlate to each other. And
here I fhall obferve, that as in the forumer,
the Painter [ecims to have the Advantage ;
Jfo it is in the latter infimtely on the fide
of the Writer: for the Monftrous is
much eafier fo paint than defcribe, and
the Ridiculous fo defcribe than paint.

- And tho perbaps this latter Species
doth not in either Science fo fbrongly af--
feét and agitatethe Mufcles as the other
yet 1t will be owned, I believe, that a
more rational and ufeful Pleafure arifes
‘o us from 1. He who fhould call the
Ingenious Hogarth @ Burlefque Painter,
would, in my Opinion, do kim very
little Honour : for fure 1f 1s much eafier,
much lefs the Subject of Admiration, td
saint a Man with a Nofe, or any other.
Feature of a prepofterous Size, or fo
expofe bim in fome abfurd or monfirous
Attitude, than to exprefs the Affeitions
of Men on Canvvas. 1t hatl been thoug bt
¢ vaft Commendation of a Painter, to.
fay bis Figures feem to breathe; bus
Jurely, it isa much greater and nobler
Appiaufe, that they appear to think,

But to return——=%be Ridiculous onh,

" Ag .as

4
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as. I have before [faid, falls within my
Province 1n the prefent W ork—INor
will fome Explanation.of this Word be
thought impertinent- by the Reader, 1f
be confiders. bow wonder fully 1t bath been
miftaken, even by Writers who bave pro~
fefd it + for to what but fuch a Miftake,
canwe attribute the many. Attempts to
ridicule the blackeft Villanies ; and what:
is yet worfe, the moft dreadful Cala~
mittes? What could exceed the Abfur-
dity of an Author,, who fhould writz
the Comedy of Nero, with the merry
Incident of ripping up his Mother’s.
Belly; or what would give a greater
Shock to Humanity, than-an Atiempt to.
expofe the Miferies of Poverty and Di-
firefs to Ridicule 2 And yet,. the Reader
will not want much Learning to fuggeft
fuch Inftances to bimfelf.
Befides,. it may feem remarkable, that
Ariftotle, who 75 fo fond and free of De-
finitions,. bath not thought proper to de-
fine the Ridiculous,  Indeed, where be
tellsus it is proper to Comedy, he bath.
remarked that Villany.is not its Obyect »
but be bath not, as I remember, pofi~
t1vely. afferted what. 75, Nor deth the
| Abbe:
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Abbe Bellegarde, who bath writ a Trea-
tife on this Subjet, tho be fhews us
nrany Species of it,. once trace it toits
Fountain. |
The only Source of: the true Ridiculous
(a5 1£ appears to me)1s Affellation. But
th' ot arifés from one Spring only, when:
we confider the infinite Streams into.
which this one branches, we fball pre~
fently ceafe to admare at the copious Field
£ affords to an Obferver., Now Affec~
tation proceeds from one of thefe fwo
Caufes ; Famty, or Hypocrify: for as:
Vanity puts us on affelting: falfe Cha-
ratters, in order to purchafe Applaufe ;
fo Hypocrify fets-us on an Endeavour to
avoid Cenfure by concealing our Vices
under an Appearance of their oppofite
Virtues. nd 100 thefe two Caufes are
often confounded,. ( for they requsre fome
Difficulty in diftinguifbing ;) yet,.as they
proceed from wvery different Motives, fo
they are as clearly difianci: in their QOpe-
rations: for indeed, the AffeStation
which arifes from Vanity is nearer to-
Truth than the other s. as it hath not that
violent Repugnancy of Nature to ffruggle
with, which that of the Hypocrite bath..
' AbG I

»
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It may be Likewile noted, that Affeita-
tion doth not mplj an abfolute Negation
of thofe Qualities which are affelled:
~ud thercfore, the’, awhen 1t proceeds from
pocrify, it be nearly allied to Deceit s
yﬂ;‘ wwhen 1t comes fromVanity only, if par-
tales of the Nature of Oftentation : far
M;f/m ey the Affectation of Liberality in
g Uil ...14},272, dgﬁt’?’.? vfb/yﬁ‘om l‘bEjﬁZ?ﬂﬁ
Affcétation i the Avaricious; for the
the vain Man 15 not woat be would ap-
pear, or hotiy not the Firtue be queé'z'.r
to the degree be would be z‘/ wngz‘ fo bave
it 5 yet 1t fifs lefs aukwardly cit bim tian
on the avaricious Man, wwho is the very
Reverfe ty‘" what be wouid feem to be,
Fram the Dzﬁa%? 'y of 1his /]{7 clation
ar 2'/(’5 ffJu Ridiculons — sehich alw NS
firikes ife Reader < oith Surprize aild
P/f*q/me, and that in a ligher and
flronger Degree ahen the Affeitation
arifes {roin H) pocrify, than wben from
Vanity: for to (f%‘owr any one 1o be the
exalt Reverfe of what be ajfects, is more
furprizing, and confequently more ridi-
Ciilus, than tofind bim a little deficient
201 the @zm/z'z‘_y bedefires the Reputation of.
I smight obferve that our Ben Johnfon,
2o cyf all Men underfiood the RIdlClllO}lb
iue
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the beft, bath chiefly ufed the bypocriti-

cal Affectation.
Now from Affelation only, the Mi/-
fortunes and Calamities of Lafe, or the
Linperfettions of Nature, maybecome the
Objects of Ridicule. Surely be bath a
very tll-framed Mind, who can look o
Uglinefs, Infirmity, or Poverty, as ridi-
culous in themfelves : nor do I delzeve any
Man lrving who meets a dirty Fellow ri-
ding throughthe StreetsinaCart, s fbruck
awith an Idea of the Ridiculois from if ;
but if be fhould feethe fame Figure defcend
from bis Coach and Six, or bolt from bis
Chair with bis Hat under his Armn, be
would then begin to laugh, and with ju-
fice.  In the Jame manner, were we {0
enter a poor Houfe, and bebold a wretched
Family flvcring with Coldand languifh-
ing with Hinger, 1f would not incline us
to Laughter, (at leaft we muft have very
drabolical Natures, if it would:) but
Jhould we dijcover there a Grate, inflead
of Coals, adorned with Flowers, empty
Plate or China Difkes on the Side-board,
or any other Affeflation of Riches and
Finery. esther on their Perfons or in their
Furmture; we misht then indeed be ex-
cufed, for ridiculing fo fantafical an
. __ 1p-
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Appearance. Much lefs are natural In-
perfeitions tne Objecls of Derifun: but
awhen Uglinefs aims at. the Applaufe of
Beauty, or Lamenefs endeavours to dif
play Agility ; it is then that thefe unfor—
tunate Circumflances, which at firfp
moved our Compalffien, vend only-to raife
o Marth. |

~ The Poet carries this,very far;

None are for being what they are in
Fault, - *

But for not being: what they would be:
thought, .

Where if the Metre would fuffer the

Word Ridiculous 7o clofe the firft Line,.

the Thought wwould be rather more proper..

Great Vices are the proper Qbjects of our

Deteflation,. finaller Faults of our Pity =

- but Affettation- appears to me the only
true Source of the Ridiculous.

But perbaps. 1t may be objecied to ma,
that 1 bave againf} my own Rules intro-
duced Vices,. and of a very black Kind.
into this Work. To which I [ball an-
fwer : Firft,, that it is very difficult to:
purfue a Series of buman Atlions and:
keep clear from. them., Secondly; That
the Vices. to be found. bere,.are rather:

| " the:
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the accidental Confequences.of fome bu-
man Frailty, or Foible, than Caufes ha-
bitually exz/img in the Mind Thirdly,,

That they are never fet forth- as the Oé--
jectsof Ridicule but Deteflation. Four b

ly, That they are never the principal Fi-
gure at that Time on the Scenes.and lafly;
they never produce tie intended Bvil.

Huaving thus dg’?mgmfbed Jofeph An-.
drews from the Produciions of Romance
Writers on toe one bhand, and Burlefque
Wiiters on the otber, and grven [orme few
very fhort Hints (far Iintended no more)
of this Species of writing, which I bave
affirmed.to.be bitberto unattempted in our
Languages 1 fhall, leavve tomy good-na=
tur’d Reader to apply my Piece to my Qb

Jervations, andwill detain-bim no longer
than with a Word concerning the Gha-
ratters in this Work.

And here I folemnly proteft; I bave no-
Litention to vilify or afperfe any ane: for
100’ every. thing 15 copred from the Book
of Nature, and fearce a Charatler or-
Abtion. ﬁrodzzced awbich I'bave nof taken:
from my- own Qbfervations and-Experi=
ence, yet Ihave ufedthe utmofl Care to.0b—

Jeure the Per_‘/am by fuch different Cire

cumfiances,,

e -
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cumflances, Degrees, and Colours, that 1f
will be zfﬁcﬂw/e fo guuefs at them with
‘any degree of Certainty 5 and if it ever
bappens otherwife, it is only where the
Fatlure charaéterized is Jo minute, that
if 15 a Foible only which the Pt"i"l‘}? bim-
Jelf may fazzg/) at as well as any other.
A5 to the Charaéler of Adams, as if-
15 the siof} glaring in the whole, fo T con-
cerve 1t 15 not to be found in any Book
now extant, It 15 defigned a Gharalier
of perfect Simplicity ; and asthe Goodnefs
of bis Heart awill recommend bim to the
Good-natur'd; fo Ihope it willexcufeme to
the Gentlemen of bis Gloth; for whom, while
they are-qworthy of their facred Order
10 Man can pqﬁbly have a greater Re-
foeét.  Fhey will therefore excufe me,
101301 z‘lj/zlandz'ﬂg the low Adveniures i
nobich he is engaged, that I have made
bim a Clergyman; - fince 1o other Ofice
could have given bim fo many Opportuni-

| aes ‘.’fd,[f ]ﬂ J’mg bisworth Y Inclinaticus.
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King’s Return to Bender. Iluftrated with Plans of
the Battles and Sieges. Tranflated into Englifh.
In 3 vols. '
6. -The German Spy: Or, Familiar Letters
from a Gentleman on his Travels through Germany,
to his Friend in England. Containing an exalt and
entertaining Defcription of the principal Cites and
Towns. With thelr feveral Religions Efiablifments
and Gevernments, Cioil and Military. An Account
of the Cuffoms and Mauners of the People, Remarks
on their Longuage, Interefls, and Policies,” Fortifica-
tions, Churchés, Publick Buildings and Curiofties.
Interfperfed with the Secrer Hiffory and Gharaiers
- of the feveral Princes and Princeffes, and other "the
moft confiderable Perfonages in the Empire of
Germany. ) |

«. The Lire of James Firz-James Duke of
Berwick, Marfhal, Duke and Peer of France,
General of his moft Chriftian Majefty’s- Armies.
‘Containing an Account of his Birth, Education, and
military Exploits in Ireland, Flanders, Spain, the
Cevennes, Dauphiny, and on the Rhbine; with the
Particulars of the Batle of Alnanza, and the Siege of
Barcelons. Giving a general View of the Affairs
of Europe, for thefe 50 Years palt: The whole
interfperfed with Military and Political Refleétions,
and the Charatersof emingnt Men,
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} Of writing Lives in general, and par-

x  ticularly of Pamela; with @ Word
by the bye of Colley Clbber mzd

others,

T is a trite but true Obfervatlon, that

Examples work more forcibly on the
*.Mind than Plecepts And 1if this be

_]l]h: 1 what 1s odious and’ blameab]e,

1t is- more ftrongly fo in- what is amiable

i}f and pralfe-worthy Here Emulation moft
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effectually operates upon us, and infpires
our Imitation in an irrefiftible manner, A
good Man therefore is a ftanding 1eflon
to all his Acquaintance, and of far greater
ufe in. that narréw Circle ‘than:a good
Book.

BuT as it eften happens that the beft
Men are but lictle known, ard conféqaently
cannot extend the Ufefulnefs of their Ex-
amples a great way ; the Writer may be
called in aid to fpréad their Hiftory farther,

to prefent the amiable Pictures to thofe who

“havenot the Happiniefs of knowing the Ori-
ginals ; and by communicating fuch valuable
Patterns to the World, may perhapsdoa
more extenfive Service to Mankind than
the Perfon whofe Life orignally afforded
the Pattern.

In this Light I have. always regarded

thofe Biographers who have recorded the
Altions of great and worthy Perfons of
both Sexes. Not to mention thofe antient
Writers which of late days are little read,
‘being written in obfolete, and as they are
generally thought, unintelligible Languages;
{uch as Plutarch, Nepos, and others which
I heard of in my Youth, our own. Lan-
guage affords many of excellent Ufe and
Inftruction, fincly calculated tofow the Seeds

ol
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of Virtue in Youth, and very eafy to be
comprehended by Perfons of moderate Ca-
pacity. Such are the Hiftory of Fobn the
Great, who, by his brave and heroic Ac-
tions againit Men of large and athletic Bo-
dies, obtained the glorious Appellation of
the Giant-killers that of an Earl of War-
wick, whofe Chriftian Name was Guy; the
Lives of Argalysand Partbhenia, and above
all, the Hiftory of thofe feven worthy Per-
fonages, the Champions of Chriftendom. In
all thefe, Delight is mixed with Inftruttion, .
and the Reader 1s almoft as much improved
as entertained.

But I pafs by thefe and many others,
to mention two Books lately publifhed,

which reprefent an admirable Pattern of
the Amiable in either Sex. The former of

thefe which deals in Male-Virtue, was
written by the great Perfon himielf, who
lived the Life he hath recorded, and is by
'many thought to have lived fuch a Life only
in order to writeit. 'The other is communi-
cated to us by an Hiftorian who borrows
his Lights, as the common Method is,

from authentic Papers and Records, The
Reader, I believe, already conje€tures, I
mean, the Lives of Mr, Colley Cibber, and
of Mrs. Pamela. Andrews. FHow artfully
doth the former, by infinuating that he

B2 ¢fcaped




4 The Adventures of Book I,
¢ftaped being promoted to the higheft Sta- E

tions m-Church and State, teach usa Con- E

tempt of worldly Grandeur! how ftrongly |
doth he inculcate an abfolute Submiffion to §
our Superiors! Laftly, how completely doth &
he arm us againft founeafy, fo wretched a £
Paffion as the Fear of Shame:- 3 how clear- E
ly doth he “expofe the Emptinefs and Va- E
; mty of that Fantom, Reputation!

- WaaT the Female Readers are taught E
by the Memeirs of Mrs, dudrews, is 1o |
well fet forth in the excellent Effays or Let- §
ters prefixed to the fecond and fubfequent g
Editions of that Work, that it would be §
here a needlefs Repetition The authen- §
tic Hiftory -with which I now prefent the |
public, is an Inftance of the great Good §
that Book is likely to do, and "of the Pre-
valence of Example which I have juft ob- |
ferved: fince it will appear that it was by |
keeping the excellent Pattern of his Sifter’s
Virtues before his Eyes, that Mr. Fofepn |
Andrews was chiefly enabled to preferve his |
Punty in the midft of fuch great Tempta-
tions; I thallonly add, that this Charater of
Mdle-Ulaftlty tho? deubtlefs as defirable,
| as becommﬂ' in one Part of the human Spe-
cies, as in the other, is almoft the only Vir-
tue which the great Apologift hath not
given himfelf for the fake of giving the
_anmple to his Readers, CHAP

T




Ch. 2. jos_EPH ANDREWS, . N1
‘ CHAP I

Of Mr. ]ofeph Andrews bis Birth, Pa-

~ rentage, Education, and great En-

dowments, with a Word or two con
cerning Anceflors.

R. Fofeph Andrews, the Hero of our
VY1 enfuiig Hiftory, wasefteemed to be
the only Son of Gaffar and Gammer A5~
drews, and Brother. to the illuftrious Pa-
mela, whofe Virtue is at prefent fo famous.
As to his Anceftors, we have {earched with
| - great Diligence, but little Succefs : being
"unable to trace tifem farther than his Great
Grandfather, who, asan elderly Perfon in:
the Parifh remembers to have heaid his.
Father- fay was an excellent Cud gel-playces.-
Whether he had any Anceftors before this,.
we muft leave to the Opinion of our Cu-

rious Reader, finding nothing of fufficient
Certainty to relle ori. However, we can-
not omit inferting an Epitaph which an

1hgen10us Friend of ours hath communi-
Cated ::

Stay Traveller, for undernieath this Pew

Lies faft affeep that merry Man Andrew
When the laft Day’s great Sun fball gild zEze‘f
Skies,

Then be ﬁwzll frem bis Tomb get up and rz_/E’
B3
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Be merry while thou can’ft: for furely thow
Shall [bortly be as [ad as be is now. ‘

The Words are almoft out -of the Stone

with Antiquity. But it 1s needlefs to ob-
ferve, that Andrew here is writ without [
an s, and is befides 2 Chriftian Name. My &

Friend moreover conje@tures this to have ;

been the Founder of that Se& of laugh- E
|
|

ing Philofophers, fince called Merry dﬂ-
_drew.n :

T'o wave therefore a Circumftance, which, |
tho’ mentionied in conformity to the exalt
Rules of Biography, 1s not greatly miate-
rialy I proceed to things of more confes |
quence, Indeed it is fufficiently certai, |

that he had as many Anceftors, as the beft ¥
Man living; and perhaps, 1t we look five | |
or fix hundred Years backwards, might be f-
refated to fome Perforis of very great Fi igure f
at prefent, whofe Anceftors within half the |
laft Century are buried in as great Ob- |
fcurity, But fuppofe for Argument’s. fake |
- we fhould admit that he had no Anceftors |
at all, but had fprung up, according to the |
modern Phrafe, out of a Dunghlll a3
the Athenians pretended they themfelves
did from the Earth, would not thlS * Auto-

kopros have been _]uf’cly entitled to all the
| . Praife

Lol T Brregy— e
L] [ ] L

L B

N ity W eyrg—

* In Englifh, {prung from a Dunghil.
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Praife arifing fromhis own Virtues ? Would
it nat be hard, that a Man who hath no
Anceftors fhould therefore be rendei’d inca-
pable of acquiring Honour, when we iee
{o many who have no Virtues, enjoying
the Honour of thewr Forefathers? At
ten Years old (by which ime his Edu-
cation was advanced to Writing and Read-
ing) he was boundan Apprentlce, accordmcr
to the Statute, to Sir Thomas Boaby, an
Uncle of Mr. Booby’s by the Father’s fide.
Sir Thomas having then an Eftate in his
own hands, the young Audrews was at
firft employed 1n what in the Country they
call keeping Birds. Fhis Office was to pere
form the Part the Antients affigned to the
God Priapus, which Deity the Moderns
call by the Name of Fack-o’Lent : but his
Voice being fo extremely mufical, that it
rather allured the Birds than terrified them,
he was foon tranfplanted from the Fields
into the Dog-kennel, where he was placed
under the Huntf man, and made what Sport{-
men term a W hipper-in. For this Place like~
wile the Sweetnefs of his Voice difqualified
him: the Dogs preferring the Melody of
his chiding to all the alluring Notes of the
Hunt{man, who foon became fo incenfed -at
it, that he defired Sir Thomas to provide
ot‘herwife for him; and conftantly laid
every Fault the Dogs were at, to the Ac-
B 4 count



'8 The Adventures of Book .
count of the poor-Boy, who was now
tranfplanted to the Stable. Here he foon
gave Proofs of Strength and-Agiulity, . be-
“yond his Years, and conftantly rode the
-moft {pirited and vicious Horfes. to water
with an_Intrepidity which:furprized-every
one. While he was 1. this Station, he
rode feveral Races for Sir Fhomas, and this
with fuch Expertnefs and Succefs,- that the
n..ghbouring Gentlemen frequently folicit-
ed the Knight, to permut little Foey (for
fo he was ca]led) to ride thetr Matches,
The beft Gamefters, before they laid their
Money, always enquired which Horfe
little Foey was to ride, and the Betts were
rather proportioned by the Rider than by
the Horfe himfelf; efpecially after he had
fcornfully refufed a confiderable Bribe o
~ play boofy on fuch an Oceafion. This ex-
tremely raifed his Character, and fo pleafed
the Lady Boody, that fhe-defired to have
him - (being now feventeen Years of Age)
- for her own Foot-boy.

Joey was now preferred from the Stable
to attend on his Lady; to go on her Er-
" rands, ftand behind her Chalr, wait at her
~Tea- table, and carry her Prayer-Book to
Church 5 at which' Place, his Voice gave
him an  Opportunity of - diftinguithing
himfelt by finging Pfalms he behavéd
‘ likewiie
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likewife in every other refpect fo well at
divine Service, that it recommended him-
to the Notice of Mr. Abrabam Adams the
Curate; who took an Opportunity ore:
day, as he was drinking a Cup: of Ale
in Sir Thomas’s Kitchin, to afk the young.
Man {everal Qle{’clons concerning Reli-
oion; with his Anfwers to which he was:
wonderfully pleafed.

CHAP I

Of Mr. Abraham Adams the szmz‘e
Mrs. Slipflop z‘/Je C/.mﬂzbez maid, and:
others. -

R. Abrabam - Adams was an excel-
- lent Scholar, He was a perfect
Maiter of the Greek and Latin Langua--
ges 3 -to which- he added a great bhale of -
Knowledge in" the Oriental '10n0'ues and -
could read and tranflate Frencb Imlmr
and Spanifb, He had applied many Yearsto -

 the moft fevere Study, and had’ treafured

'upa Fund of Learning:-rarely to be met

with in 2 Umverﬁty He was. beflides -a-

| Man of good Senfe, good Parts, and gocd

| Nature ; “but wis at the fame time as entuuy

i 1gnorant of the Ways of this - World, as-

{ an- Infant juft entered into 1t could po"hbly;’.
| B 5‘.= bﬁ} -




10 The Adventures of Book I.

te. As he had never any Intention to de-,
ceive,, {o- he never fufpected fuch a Defign l
in others. He was generous, friendly and
brave to an Excefs; but Simplicity was his: -
-Characteriftic v he d1d no more than M,
Colley Cibler, applehend any fuch Paffions, -
as Malice and Envy to exift in Mankind, |
.which was Indeed lefs remarkable 1 a‘:
Country Parfon than in a Gentleman who -
hath paft his Life behind the Scenes, a Place; -
which hath been {feldom thought the School:
of Innocence ; and where a very little Obfer-
vation would have convinced the great .
Apologift, that thofe Paffions have a real
Exftence in the human Mind,

F.F: e m@%

His Virtue and his other (bahﬁcations,
as they rendered him equal to his Office,
{o they made him an agreeable and valua-.
ble Companton, and had fo much endeared
and well recommended him to a Bithop;
that at tne Age of Fifty, he was provided
with a handfome Income of twenty-three.
- Poundsa Year; which however, he could:
not make any great Figure with :-becaufe he:
lived in a dear Country, and was a little 1n-
cumbered with a Wife and fix Children. |

i

It was this Gentleman, who havmg,
as I have faid, obferved the fingular Dwo-}
tion of young fndrewws, had found Ineans;
0 queftion him,, concerning {cveral Par-|
ticulars;!

Syl
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ticulars; as how many Books there were
in the New Teftament ¢ which were they ?
how many Chapters they contained ?’ and.
fuch like 3 to all which Mr. Adams faid,.
he anfwer’d much better than Sir Thomas,
or two other neighbouring Juftices of the
Peace could probably have done,

Mr. Adems was wonderfully {ollicitous
‘toknow atwhat Time, and by what Oppor--
tunity the Youth became acquainted with
thefe Matters : ‘foey told him, that he had
.very early learnt to read and write by the
Goodnefs of his Father, who, though he
had not Intereft enough to get him into.
a Charity School, becaufe a Coufin of his
Father’s Landlord.did not vote on the right:
fide for a Church-warden in a Borough-
Town, yet had been himfelf at the Ex-
~pence of Sixpence a Week for his Learn-
ing. He told him likewife, that ever fince
- he was in Sir Thomas’s Family, he had em-
ployed all his Hours of Leifure in reading
oood Books ; that he had read the Bible,
the whole Duty of Man, and Tbomas a
Kempisy and that as often as he could,
without being perceived, he had ftudicc

a great good Book which lay open in the
Hall Window where he had read, a5 fow
the Devil carried away half a Church in
Sermmon-time, without hurting one of 1he
Congregation y and as bow a Field of Cern
Bo - Ten
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ran away down a Hill with all the Troes
upon it,. and covered another Man’s Mea-
dow: This {ufficiently affured Mr. 4dams,

that the good Book meant could be no other
than Bakar’s Chronicle,

THEe Curate, furprized to find fuch In-

ftances of Induftry and Application m a
- young Man, who had never met with the
leaft Encouragement,. afked him, if he did |
not extremely regret the want of a liberal
IEducation, and the not having been born of
Parents, who might have mdulﬁ'ed his Ta-
lants and Defire of Knowledge : ? To which
he anfwered, ‘¢ He hoped he had profited
“ {omewhat better from the Books he had.
““ read, than to lament his Condition in this
‘- World. Thatfor his part,he wasperfectly
¢ content with the State to which he was cal-
““ led, that he fhould endeavour to-improve
““ his Talent, which was all required of him,
““ but not repine at his own Lot,.nor envy
¢ thofeof his Betters.” ¢ Wellfaid, my
“ Lad, reply’d the Curate,.and I with fome:
“- who have read many more good Books,.
“ nay and fome who have written good

‘ Books themfelves, had profited fo much
* by them.”

Apamshad no nearer Accefs to Sic Tho-
mas, or my Lady, than throngh the Wait-
wg-Gentlewoman : For Sir Thomas was teo

EIEE-
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apt to eftimate Men merely by their Drefs,.
or Fortune ;- and my Lady wasa Woman. _
of Gaiety; ‘who- had been blefs’d with 'a.
Town-Education, and never {poke of any
of her Country Neighbours, by any other
Appellation than that of The Brutes” They
both regarded the Curate as a kind of Do-
meftic only, belonging to-the Parfon of the
Parith, who was at this time at variance
with the Knight ; for the Parfon had for
many Years lived in a conftant State of
Civil War, or, which 1s perhaps- as bad,
of Civil Law, with Sir Thomas himfelf and
the Tenants of his Manor. . The Founda-
tion of .this Quarrel was a Modus, by fet-
ting which afide, an Advantage of feveral
Shillings per Arnunzwould have accrued to
the Rector ¢ but he had not yet been able
to accomplifh his Purpofe; and had reaped
hitherto nothing better from the Suits than
the Pleafure (which he ufed indeed fre-
quently to: fay was no:fmail one) of re-
fleting that he had utterly undone many
of the poor Tenants, tho’’he had at the
fame time greatly impeverifh’d himfelf. \

Mrs. Shpflop the Waiting-Gentlewo-

man, being herfelf the Daughter of a Cu-.

rate, preferved fome Refpect for Adamss

fhe profefled great Regard for his Learn-
ing, and would frequently”difpiate with ..
-him. on Points of Theology; but always - -
| - infifted; " ¢

’



